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The Renaissance is a multifaceted historical process of maturing, preparing and implementing 

the Bulgarian national liberation revolution. This is a transition from the Middle Ages to the New Age 

in all spheres of material and spiritual life. As a result of this comprehensive economic, cultural, 

educational and political rise in the Bulgarian lands which were under Ottoman rule, the social conflict 

gradually increased and deepened between the nascent bourgeois social relations, on the one hand, and 

the Ottoman feudal state, on the other, finds concrete expression in the struggle of the Bulgarians for 

national liberation and independent country. 

Political liberation is preceded by a cultural revolution, by a change in the consciousness of the 

Bulgarians. The main forms of formation of the Bulgarian national consciousness are the educational 

movement and the struggles of  Bulgarian people for an independent church. The material conditions 

in Bulgaria  allowed a new Bulgarian education system  to start  and to took place in the second quarter 

of the 19th century. In 1835, the first  Bulgarian school founded on new conceptions was opened in 

Gabrovo. In just a few years, a whole network of schools was created in the most vigilant Bulgarian 

settlements. For the needs of these schools, a Bulgarian intelligentsia was started to form  and this new 

social class was the bearer of the Bulgarian national ideal. 

Under the influence of the ideas of the bourgeois revolutions of 1848-1849 and the internal 

objective conditions of the needs arising from the environment of this intelligentsia, the first 

ideological currents appeared. The creation of Bulgarian literature began. Bulgarian books were 

written and printed, the Bulgarian media was started - newspapers and magazines were published, 

reflecting the multifaceted life of the Bulgarians. However, it should be noted that all these processes 

are not developing to the same extent and time in all Bulgarian regions. Somewhere, these processes 

occur earlier, and elsewhere, depending on various circumstances, they started later. 

         After the Crimean War (1853-1856),  the main revival processes entered their decisive phase. 

During the 19th century, the Bulgarian Revival bourgeoisie managed to allocate the necessary material 

resources and led the construction of the national educational network, which included all towns and 

villages. The Bulgarian school was developed on the basis of the best achievements of the European 

educational work. It showed a constant prosperity, unlike the Ottoman school type, in which religious 

education was widespread 

 Despite this exclusiveness, the young Bulgarian bourgeoisie managed to realize their 

responsible role in the development of the main Revival processes. Their role in the development of 

the Bulgarian national education was especially significant, so that the school could meet the growing 

needs for new knowledge on a secular basis. During 19th century, the Bulgarian bourgeoisie devoted 

considerable forces and resources to the development of education and showed a constant desire to 

equalize the Bulgarian educational work to the level of advanced European nations. Their initiatives 



found  support in all social groups. They  managed to ensure the progress of the Bulgarian school in 

order to turn it into a hotbed of modern secular knowledge, evolutionary and revolutionary ideas. 

In its development, the Bulgarian school had to overcome numerous obstacles coming from the 

assimilation intentions and policies of the Patriarchate and from the Ottoman government. These 

threats led to the unification of the nation, to the training of personnel capable of opposing any 

opponent of the Bulgarian school. Even in its first steps, the new Bulgarian school was built on basic 

and democratic principles, such as universality, accessibility, free of charge and others. The main role 

in building the material school base, in the maintenance and payment of teachers' salaries was played 

by the Bulgarian municipalities. At the same time, the municipalities were the main coordinators for 

the passage of the school through the various stages of its development. 

            Acquired a secular character, the Bulgarian school responded to any novelty coming from the 

experience of European pedagogical thought. Contacts with Russian education work were particularly 

close, given that many of the Revival teachers were graduates of Russian schools. Textbooks, teaching 

aids materials and literature were brought from Russia. The closeness between the Bulgarian and 

Russian peoples in origin, language and religion caused a number of Bulgarian municipalities to send 

their young people to study in Russia. This aspiration to Russian schools also corresponded to the 

desire of the Russian government to maintain its influence among the Christian peoples within the 

Ottoman Empire, through education and through the established intelligentsia. There were also a lot 

of Bulgarian young people who studied in Western Europe and  who brought in  Bulgaria the ideas of 

the Enlightenment and who also made the connection of the Bulgarian society with the European 

culture. 

The rise of Bulgarian education irritated the Greek clergy, who saw in the activities of Russian 

graduates an obstacle for the realization of Greek assimilationist aspirations towards the Bulgarians. 

The Greek clergy were forced to use slanders in front of the Ottoman authorities, presenting these 

teachers as Russian agents, guided by Russian politics and influence. These accusations were a good 

reason for the authorities to persecute and expel Bulgarian teachers who received their education in 

Russia. 

For a short period of time, the Bulgarian education and culture, the fruit of the exceptional self-

organization of the nation, brought the standards of European education closer to Bulgarian ones. At 

the same time, Ottoman education progressed slowly and largely abandoned the achievements of 

pedagogical thought and education. Until the middle of the 19th century, Ottoman schools provided 

basic knowledge and literacy only. 

The Ottoman mektebs (primary schools) performed mainly religious tasks. Students studied 

the basics of Islamic religion and morality only. 



              The tendencies towards secular education were imposed primarily due to the economic and 

purely professional needs of the Bulgarian bourgeoisie. Merchants, craftsmen, entrepreneurs had to 

know how to read, count and write well, to have basic knowledge of Arithmetic, Commodity science, 

Geography, Science, etc. in order to be able to produce their goods, to trade them in countries near and 

far, to keep their tradebooks and correspondence, to monitor the market situation. Elementary literacy 

received from  church books was clearly no longer sufficient to meet the needs of economic and social 

development. The needs of life dictated that the cell education must be overcome and that a secular 

school  education must be established. 

Important role in the development of national education during this period was the growing 

church-national movement, which provoked fierce competition with Greek education system, 

encouraged Bulgarians to build schools and churches as posts and defenders of their nationality, 

language and culture. 

              The priority goal of this dissertation is to show Haskovo as a leading center of  educational 

movement,  of  church-national struggles for an independent Bulgarian church and of organized 

revolutionary movement. Therefore, the present work traces the processes in the towns of Harmanli, 

Simeonovgrad, Svilengrad, as well as the villages in this period but now towns - Lyubimets, 

Merichleri, the neighborhoods that formed today's Dimitrovgrad, Yabalkovo, Krivo Pole, Slavyanovo 

and others. In this role, Haskovo is a model and example of the Revival struggles not only in the town 

but also in the region. The above mentioned  towns are a natural hinterland of Haskovo and consolidate 

the idea of the place and role of the town of Haskovo in the educational movement of the Bulgarians 

during the Revival. At the same time, the role and  the importance of the Revival figures who 

contributed to the development of cultural and educational life in Haskovo and the region during the 

Revival was popularized. Based on source materials  I have studied the socio-political and cultural-

educational prerequisites for the development of education and community activities in Haskovo and 

its region, the development of modern Bulgarian education in the 30s - 70s of the 19th century, cell 

and mutual schools, the first Bulgarian secular school, established in 1846, girls' and class schools and 

community centers, women's societies as well as students ones. The role of the Bulgarian school stands 

out, which in the Revival period was formed as an institution of important cultural, educational and 

political significance. In the conditions of Ottoman slavery, the struggle for education and culture also 

had a political character and was part of the national liberation movement. 

This dissertation aims to study the educational movement of the Bulgarians in Haskovo and 

Haskovo region during the Revival, its specific significance, which has a profound effect on the mental 

attitude and lifestyle of the Bulgarians and in particular in people of Haskovo  and the fact that they 

all determine its important social role. 



              The object of research of this dissertation titled "Educational movement of the Bulgarians in 

Haskovo during the Revival" is education and culture over the Bulgarian lands and in particular in the 

regional aspect of Haskovo and Haskovo region, a unique phenomenon with immeasurable 

consequences in political, cultural and national aspects. The Bulgarians are opening up to Europe, the 

national self-consciousness is being born and maintained. Primitive notions,  the old way of life and 

morals are being destroyed, a new worldview, philosophy and morality are entering. In general, the 

movement for modern Bulgarian education accelerated the struggle for church-national emancipation 

and political self-determination. 

              Geographically, the region of Haskovo includes the cities of Haskovo, Harmanli and 

Simeonovgrad. Svilengrad is the center of another district, but its geographical proximity to Haskovo 

dates back centuries ago. According to various sources, between 280 and 300 villages have been added 

to the district, 60 of which are Bulgarian, including Lyubimets, Merichleri and the villages, now 

neighbourhoods of Dimitrovgrad, the rest are Turkish and of a mixed population. 

           The largest percentage of the Bulgarian intelligentsia formed during the Revival was the gropu 

of  teachers. Due to the objective needs of the Bulgarian society for changes in the nature and forms 

of education, the group of teachers early and relatively quickly started to differentiate from the group 

of clergy, as teaching gradually becomes a separate profession with its own characteristics, social 

significance and material characteristics. For a relatively short historical period, from the beginning of 

the 19th century until the Liberation of Bulgaria, teaching developed and established itself as a 

structural part of the intelligentsia and  as well as in the social, political and cultural life of the 

Bulgarians. 

 The  establishment of the group of  teachers as an independent and numerous professional 

group reflects the development of the Revival socio-economic and cultural processes. It is the result 

not only of the practical needs of the time for rational knowledge, but also of the growing role of 

education and  in particular that of the school in the process of forming the national self-consciousness 

and the development of the national liberation movement. Since the 1830s, on the background of the 

enlightenment guidelines in education, the national idea of a Bulgarian secular school on a broad 

democratic basis has been strengthening, which idea is materializing in the construction of Bulgarian 

schools of mutual and class type. Changes and developments in education field also lead to changes 

among teachers. According to the nature and content of educational reforms, there are two main groups 

of teachers, which differ in education, point of view, work directions and goals, material and social 

situation, although each has exceptions. 

             First and relatively still most numerous group is that of  the teachers who work in the so called 

cell /kiliini/ schools in Bulgaria, most of whom do not have the necessary education. The second large 



group is that of  teachers who work in secular schools. Most of them are secular people with higher 

education, foreign or domestic graduated. With the opening of the Gabrovo Mutual School in 1835, 

the tendency for special training of school teachers of a new type arose. 

              A particularly important fact that affects the organization of teachers' work is that public cell 

schoos, Hellenic-Bulgarian schools and mutual schools are gradually detached from the church, and 

later the class schools come under the control of municipalities, which through school boards of 

trustees leads the organisation in them. These schools become legally recognized owners, similar to 

church temples. One of the most important acts that have legal force are the contracts that teachers 

sign with the respective municipality or school board. 

              In the new secular schools,  the course of study is determined, the children are obliged to 

attend  school  every day, an activity which cannot be easily accepted by the parents, and they, as an 

old habit, interrupt the children's learning as soon as the children learn to read and write. There is still 

a long-held belief among many people that elementary literacy is sufficient and that mastering "higher 

sciences" is a waste of time. This behavior hinders the implementation of the preliminary program of 

the new type. 

          In the biographies of teachers during the Revival, the frequent change of the schools in which 

they taught,  is very impressive. Rarely does a teacher stay in a village for a long period of time. 

Irregular payment of salaries, lack of the necessary conditions for work in schools and  living  

conditions force teachers to wander from place to place. Elaborating the attitude of respect of the 

Bulgarian society as a whole and of separate groups towards the teachers is not a one-way process. As 

a whole, this process  goes through many ups and downs, but in general it goes up and despite the 

cases of deviation, it reaches the level where teacher becomes equal to the most authoritative figures 

in a particular village. Gradually, even the nickname "daskal", which was used in the cell school as 

salutation, began to be replaced by the respectful one "teacher". Teachers in mutual schools usually 

lived in the school building itself and since the late 1830s,  this fact imposed the design of school 

buildings to provide rooms for the teacher, which was a new element in the life of the teacher. 

 Although in the most general order, the Revival school "legislation" also regulated the 

distribution of classes within the working day and the school year. It is noteworthy that students and 

teachers were engaged in learning/teaching activities both in the morning and in the afternoon. Their 

total daily occupancy was between 6 and 8 hours, and a noon break was planned. The beginning of the 

classes varied depending on the season - during the autumn-winter months the classes started later, 

due to the need to make better use of the illuminated part of the day. The school week lasted six days. 

The rests were on Sundays and on major church holidays. Holidays were relatively short - two weeks 

in winter and two weeks in summer. A general calculation shows that Revival teachers and students 



were engaged in teaching activities between 220 and 240 days a year. This busyness, combined with 

the strict pre-liberation social mores, created an opportunity for a relatively full assimilation of the 

diverse and voluminous curriculum set out in the then "educational standards". 

 In some schools, public celebrations were organized at the end of the school year, at which 

students demonstrated the acquired knowledge. There were continuous and rich ties of mutual 

assistance, cooperation and great human respect between the first Bulgarian secular teachers, and their 

students, who also became teachers on their turn.  

 The new Bulgarian teachers had an exceptional sense of duty towards  their citizens and love 

for the homeland and they were ready to make any sacrifices in the name of their civic duty. With their 

activity, behavior and example, the pioneers of the new Bulgarian education created the high moral 

image of the Revival teacher. Enthusiastic and fully committed to the idea of cultural and educational 

progress of their people, many of them gave up personal happiness, suffered deprivation, humiliation 

and insults. Others associated their lives with church-national and political struggles and fell victim to 

the intrigues of the Greek clergy or the repression of the Ottoman government, but they continued to 

work to raise the Bulgarian school and community centers as an ideological helper of the national 

liberation revolution. The moral character of the Bulgarian teacher, whose main features were formed 

in the 19th century, became a standard of the Revival intelligentsia. 

               Cultural clubs or so called ‘chitalishte’ which are traditional and characteristic cultural 

organization and  which originated during the Revival, went through all the changes in our society, 

preserved and developed according to the needs of  the Bulgarians in a given period of time. The 

Chitalishte is a unique public institution, open to all members of the community and performs 

educational functions and activities. 

              From 1856,  the first chitalishtes /community centers/ began to appear in the cities, first they 

were opened in Svishtov, Lom and Shumen, and in 1858 in Haskovo. By the Liberation, 131 

chitalishtes were established. In cooperation with schools and municipalities, the chitalishtes took care 

of education by organizing reading rooms for adults, libraries and Sunday schools for young people 

who could not attend regular schools. Gradually, the community centers became a base for the 

development of theater and music, centers for the distribution of Bulgarian periodicals and books. Thus 

they established themselves as organizers of spiritual and social life.  

              In the conditions of a developing cultural-national movement, other socio-cultural 

organizations were created. In the first place among them stand out women's societies, which took care 

of girls' education, the education of mothers, and which societies aimed to raise the role of women in 

Bulgarian society. 



            In the late 60s and 70s of the 19th century, teachers’ and students' societies were also founded, 

and they  had ambitions to integrate the intelligentsia into modern culture, to maintain a cultural life 

among the citizens, to distribute books and magazines and pedagogical knowledge. 

            Through their work, the teachers and chitalishte/community centers workers gave literacy, 

enlightened and educated the broad strata of the people. They brought up people in a patriotic 

anpopulist spirit, in unison with the ideals and requirements of the era. Naturally, they were among the 

most prominent participants in the movement for national education, for independent church and in 

the revolutionary struggles.   

            Mihail Arnaudov, Ivan Shishmanov, Nikolay Genchev (Bulgarian Revival, Bulgarian Revival 

intelligentsia), Rumyana Radkova (Neofit Rilski and the New Bulgarian Culture), Angel Dimitrov  

(The school, the  Progress and the National Revolution: The Bulgarian School during the Revival), 

Nikolay Zhechev, Dimitar Tsanev (Bulgarian Historical Literature), Mihail Gechev (Cell Schools in 

Bulgaria, Hearths of National Consciousness. Mutual Schools in Bulgaria), Obreshko Obreshkov 

(Mutual Schools as Educational Institutions for the training of teachers during the Revival), Naiden 

Chakarov and Zhecho Atanasov (History of Education and Pedagogical Thought in Bulgaria, History 

of Bulgarian Education), Krassimira Daskalova (Bulgarian Teacher during the Revival), Vera Boneva 

(Revival: Bulgaria and the Bulgarians in transition to the New Age), etc are some of the authors that 

wrote about the educational movement during the Revival, about the life of particular leading Revival 

people  and some particular problems. The sources for the development of Bulgarian education and 

culture during the Revival are the most diverse. 

About the sources. The quantitative data used in my doctoral dissertation are 31 archival 

sources, 36 Revival and post-liberation newspapers and magazines, reference editions and 

encyclopedias and 83 articles, monographs and documentary sources. 

 Archives. From the archival sources I have reviewed the funds of the Bulgarian Revival figures 

who lived and worked in Haskovo and in the region of Haskovo, stored in SS. Cyril and Methodius 

National Library - The Bulgarian Historical Archive, file 50 (Dimitar Dushanov), file 281 (Hristo 

Zlatarov), file 310 (Mircho Popov), file .398 (Yurdan Nenov), file 606 (Stancho Kozhuharov), file 22, 

file 66, file 86, II A 2440, II A 2441, II A 7766, "Ivan Vazov" Public Library- Plovdiv, file 2;  literary 

archive of Joachim Gruev, Scientific Archive of Bulgarian Academy of Sciences - Sofia, personal 

funds of Revival figures in TDA-Plovdiv "Territorial Archive" - Haskovo, archival funds in Regional 

Museum of History-Haskovo,Regional Museum of History - Dimitrovgrad, and  Regional Museum of 

History -  Harmanli. 

             Secondly, I reviewed all Revival newspapers and magazines in SS. Cyril and Methodius 

National Library - The Bulgarian Historical Archives, the library of Bulgarian Academy of Sciences - 



Sofia  and  Regional library  "Hristo Smirnenski" – Haskovo.  I also used post-liberation press 

publishing materials on Bulgarian educational and cultural history - From the archive of Naiden Gerov, 

Vol. 1 (edited by T. Panchev), S.1911, Documents on Bulgarian history, Vol. 1 Archive of Naiden 

Gerov Part 1 (1857-1870), pp. 1931, Prof. Ivan Shishmanov, Ivan Vazov. Memoirs and documents, 

edited by Prof. Mihail Arnaudov, Encyclopedias. In the Encyclopedia “Donation” I came across the 

following document, Father Kiril Nektariev (1795/98 - 16 September 1870) Protosingle of the 

Metropolitan of Plovdiv left a will, by the power of which  he donated funds for schools, churches and 

public institutions, for Haskovo - 500 grosches. Collection of Folk Tales and Literature, Periodical of 

the Bulgarian Literary Society, Yearbook "History of Education in Bulgaria", Notice of Museums in 

Southeastern Bulgaria. The currents volumes of the magazines "School Review", "Historical Review", 

"Centuries", "Primary Education", "Public Education", "Kitka", “Bulletin of the Bulgarian 

Geographical Society”. I have used some modern daily and weekly media and anniversary newspapers, 

yearbooks of schools and community centers. Anniversary collections were used too, as well as 

monographs dedicated to prominent personalities who taught in Haskovo and the Haskovo region 

during the Revival, stories of various settlements in the Haskovo region, Bulgarian schools and 

community centers of the era. The published memoirs and autobiographies of prominent figures from 

Haskovo and the Haskovo region during the Revival are a source of special value. 

 It is necessary to emphasize that the quantitative data for the research constitute only a part of 

the proposed work. It was necessary to deepen into the life and work of the Revival activists. This 

necessitated an independent study of a number of archival materials and research on the subject made 

by myself. 

             Haskovo is a settlement with a rich millennial history. The Ottoman rule, with all the 

devastation of the material and spiritual values of the Bulgarians, did not break the will and the spirit 

of the freedom-loving population to assert their right to live in their native home. The daring raids of 

the haidouk groups became more frequent, the legends of glorious haidouks were born, such as those 

for  Angel Voyvoda, who with a weapon in his hand protected the name and honor of the Bulgarian 

population. From the cremated churches and monasteries the cell schools sprouted, the Bulgarian 

national consciousness was awakened, the struggle for the establishment  of an independent Bulgarian 

church and education in the native language was inflamed. Haskovo made a worthy and invaluable 

contribution to the nationwide struggle for spiritual and political liberation. Its population fought hard 

against the Greek clergy and the Ottoman oppressors. One after another, new Bulgarian schools sprang 

up, and in 1858 a large spiritual hearth ignited, the Zarya Chitalishte, which defended the right of 

Bulgarians to spiritual and political existence. 



                      Haskovo's historical past has piqued the interest of a number of researchers. And in  

1937, the municipal council established a special "Fund for Writing the History of Haskovo", which 

received certain sums. But the story still remains unwritten. 

    Local researchers, especially Dimcho Aladzhov, Zlatka Baeva, Ivan Dobrev, Georgi 

Gramatikov, Nedyalko Dimov, local historian Boris Kolev and a number of other museum workers, 

have made significant scientific contributions to Haskovo's  historical past. In 1995, the writing and 

publication of "History of Haskovo from antiquity to 1912." becomes a fact. Edited by Nedyalko 

Dimov, creative team created and published in 2010 "History of Harmanli", Dimcho Aladzhov and 

Nedyalko Dimov published in 1993 "Simeonovgrad from antiquity to 1885", in 2008 Georgi 

Gramatikov published "History of the People’s Chitalishte "Zarya" 1858-2008” 

             The lack of independent research on the educational movement in Haskovo and the Haskovo 

region during the Revival provokes in me the desire to work on the topic and to include not only well 

known facts and personalities in my work, but also lesser known or newly discovered documents 

related to the era. 

               I also wanted to include the schools in villages and the teachers who worked in them, as well 

as schools and community centers established in the Haskovo region in order to obtain a completed 

research. 

              The research methodology is based on the interpretation of a certain range of historical 

sources, carriers of specific information, given the choice of topic. The research methods that I used 

are: Problem-chronological method - the chronological scope of the chosen topic is determined within 

the boundaries of the Bulgarian Revival - the 30s - 70s of the 19th century. The historical-chronological 

method - the processes and phenomena to be viewed from more sides, to be placed in their 

interconnectedness and conditionality, to show how they manifested themselves in time. The 

comparative-historical method, in the scientific processing of the collected material (systematization, 

analysis, synthesis and generalization) goes from the general characteristics to the specific features. 

The main research problem requires the development of several interrelated topics according to which 

the structure is built.  

                Structurally, the dissertation consists of an introduction, four chapters with nine paragraphs, 

a conclusion, two appendices and a bibliographic reference of the sources and research used, with a 

total volume of 230 pages.           

    The Introduction presents the object of research, the goal, the tasks, the chronological 

boundaries and the research approaches. The more important arrays with sources used for writing the 

dissertation are indicated and described. 



Chapter  One: "Economic characteristics of Haskovo and the region until the middle of 

the XIX century as a prerequisite for the educational movement." The formation of Haskovo as 

an administrative and economic center in the region after those of Plovdiv and Edirne, allowed the city 

to concentrate population of different composition and social status, one part of which was engaged in 

agriculture, and another - in crafts and trade. This was facilitated by the reforms that begun in the 

Ottoman Empire in the 1820s, and which reforms led to the liquidation of the janissary military corps, 

to  an attempt to impose a liberal principle in economic relations and the close connection of the 

imperial economy with the European capitalist economy. 

Of course, Haskovo took advantage of these opportunities, as it is not only an administrative 

but also an economic center, with strengthened economic experience and trade relations. In line with 

its growing economic and social weight in the life of European Turkey, the city was establishing itself 

as a center of the kaza/district. 

In  Chapter  Two: "Educational movement in the Haskovo region before the Crimean 

War (1853-1856)”  there are two paragraphs. The first paragraph: “The cell and Hellenic-Bulgarian 

schools” begin with an overview of the development of the educational work in the cell schools. 

In the 18th century, education retained its religious character. The organization of training in 

them was extremely simple. The training cycle was not fixed. The training was neither in accordance 

with the age characteristics of the children nor with the modern pedagogical techniques. The teacher 

organized the learning process at their own discretion, and the students were not obliged to attend the 

classes regularly. 

The first decades of the 19th century marked the peak in the development of the cell education. 

Some of the raised Bulgarian merchants began to send their children to so called Greek schools, where 

they received secular education. With the development of the Revival processes and with the 

strengthening of the national consciousness, the Greek education system and the Greek 

denationalization aspirations pose a danger to the Bulgarian national educational movement. These 

fears were to some extent overcame with the opening of the Hellenic-Bulgarian schools, but the final 

reorganization of the new Bulgarian education took place in the second quarter of the 19th century 

with the emergence of the first mutual and class schools in the Bulgarian lands. 

The development of education and teaching process in the city of Haskovo is no exception to 

the development and organization of education process in Bulgaria. At the end of the 18th and the 

beginning of the 19th century, there were cell schools in Haskovo, about which we have scarce 

information. One was housed in an odaya (room) of a private house and was called "Hadji Marinovo 

School", the other was located in the yard of the church "The Holy Mother " 



The Hellenic-Bulgarian schools in Haskovo did not meet the needs of the Bulgarian leaders in 

the city, so they decided to find a Bulgarian teacher to teach their children in their native language. A 

big role in this decision was played by Akakiy, the bishop of Plovdiv Metropolitan Nicephorus, who 

often visited Haskovo and advised the city's leaders and especially Hristodul Valchev Shishmanov to 

open a Bulgarian school to teach their children in their mother tongue. Akakiy suggested this at a 

meeting of the chiefs, adding that such schools have already been opened in Gabrovo, Koprivshtitsa, 

Panagyurishte and others settlements. It seemed that Akakiy had played an important role in the 

spiritual life of Haskovo, because in many places in the Kondika /the Codex/ of the church in the 

preparation of the accounts his signature appeared in the role of  witness. 

Despite the objectively low educational value of the cell school, the development that it experienced 

in the 18th and early 19th centuries was clear evidence that the pursuit of education already occupied a 

permanent place in the worldview of the Bulgarian Revival person. As an embodiment of the long-lasting 

educational tradition, firmly rooted in the public consciousness, the cell school fulfilled the historical 

mission of a supporter of Bulgarian writing and literature.
 
In the conditions of foreign political and spiritual 

domination, it contributed to the preservation of religious and national feeling, which in the early 19th 

century nurtured the patriotic feeling. However, all this was not enough to highlight the cell school as a 

real public school. During the building of the national self-consciousness and the initial formation of the 

Bulgarian nation, the religious basis of the cell school remained an unprotected passage of the Greek 

influence and already repeatedly strengthened by the Greek religious power over the Orthodox Christians.
 

In this process, the leading circles of the young Bulgarian nation clearly understood that cell education has 

become an enlightened anachronism, alien to the new social issues, for the solution of  that task a 

qualitatively new ally had to be created - new in content, spirit and purpose Bulgarian school. 

Paragraph Two: "Establishment of mutual schools and their role" considers the mutual school as a 

qualitatively new stage in the development of the native school and education, marked by the opening of 

the Gabrovo school in 1835. The arrival of Stoyan (Stoyancho) Nikolov Stamboliev in Haskovo in 1846 is 

considered as the beginning of the new Bulgarian education in the city. Immediately afterwards, he set 

about organizing the school and gathering students. The new school year began on October 15, immediately 

after the grape harvest, which took place here in early October.
 
The teaching was conducted according to 

the mutual teaching method. The subjects studied were ABC primer, other primers, simple reading, sacred 

history, singing and church singing and catechism. 

This lasted for five years until August 12, 1851, when the teacher left Haskovo. During all this 

time in the school and in the church all was studied and served in Bulgarian language. For the first 

time then an annual exam of the students was held. At one of the exams, the parents of the students 

and the citizens were invited, who "gasped" in amazement and affection at the students' knowledge. 



After the exam, the parents with joyful tears gave wonderful gifts, according to a purely Bulgarian 

custom, to the teacher of their children Stoyancho, giving him ‘nice towels with sewn on them gold 

coins (altan), shirts, socks, cloth for saltamarka and many other practical things’. 

By the end of the 1849-1850 school year, there were so many students that another teacher had 

to be hired to take care of the younger ones. 

Alumni of Stamboliev were the future Haskovo teachers and writers Stancho Kozhuharov, 

Zahariy Hristodulov and Todor Zapryanov.  

There are few documents related to Stamboliev's stay in Haskovo. Apart from the fact that he 

came from Kazanlak, almost nothing is known about his origin, nor about where he studied or worked 

before. He came to Haskovo on the recommendation of the Bishop of Plovdiv Akakiy, who often 

visited the local Rila convent and befriended the mayor of the town - Chorbadji Hristodul Valchev 

Shishmanov, who called him. 

Stamboliev's activity was not limited only to teaching at school, but he also prepared educated 

and socially active personalities, future pillars both of the educational work and the Bulgarian church 

and society. Two letters addressed to Alexander Exar in Constantinople testify to his personal and 

public concern for the positive development of the common Bulgarian affairs in Haskovo. Explaining 

to the great benefactor the state of these affairs at the moment and the division between Bulgarians and 

Greeks, he asked for help and support. 

„I dare to annoy you again - Stamboliev wrote on March 1, 1851 - a little repeated my petition, 

which I had offered you last year through one of my messages, with which I asked you to honor with 

your patriotic help the Haskovo Society, which wants to establish a women's semi-school, especially 

like other neighboring cities ... " 

In his other letter, which was sent from Haskovo only a day earlier - on February 28 - he asked 

the Exar to assist in everything to "bring my present letter to your patriotism Zahari Hristodulov, a 

young man who is the son of the most zealous of the mayors of Haskovo (Christodul Valchev 

Shishmanov), a patriot, comes to Constantinople for some intention, and there are no acquaintances 

there to guide him and to mediate in deed and word in what he asks of you. This young man is worthy 

of your philanthropy and the kindness you will do to him, because he is humble and virtuous, and at 

the same time a scholar… ” 

For a very short time and not without the support of the mayor, Stoyan (Stoyancho) Stamboliev 

intensified the spiritual life and enlightenment in the town of Haskovo and its surrounding villages. 

With this activity, he deservedly earned the respect and sincere gratitude of the local population, as 

evidenced by a letter to the "Constantinople Gazette", which explicitly stated that "In five years, Mr. 



Stoyancho with the help of Christodula Chorbadji, made a great transformation, not only in the city, 

but in all settlements of the district. Their countless benefits are indescribable. ” 

The New Bulgarian School is the fruit of the national self-organization of the Bulgarians. This 

is a true democratic institution, created with the means and efforts of the whole nation. The educational 

movement created the first detachments of the national intelligentsia, which turned the educational 

work into an important part of Bulgarian public life and acquired its most characteristic features: 

intensified social struggles and striving for democracy in public relations, but above all, growing 

patriotic feelings, political beliefs and actions in the name of national rights and freedoms. 

 The development of the educational work in Haskovo and in the Haskovo region coincides 

with the general movement of all Bulgarian citizens for spiritual renewal. We must emphasize the great 

role played by the educational movement in the persistent and long struggle against Grecophilia  and 

give credit to the progressive Bulgarian teachers and leaders in Haskovo and the region, for their 

patriotic and selfless service for the success of the Bulgarian nation. 

         Chapter Three: “The Enlightenment Movement After the Crimean War” includes three 

paragraphs. The first paragraph: "The rise of the educational movement in the 50s - 70s of the 19th  

century” traces the ascending development of the enlightenment movement in the third quarter of the 

19th  century. A galaxy of activists who have left a bright mark in the minds, hearts and souls of their 

students and their parents arrived and taught in Haskovo. The temporary decline of education in the 

years around the Crimean War was overcome soon after. Particularly characteristic of the period of 

the 60s of the 19th  century for Haskovo are the sharp struggles between the Grecophile and the 

Bulgarians. The existence of a Greek school almost until the Liberation posed a number of difficulties 

for the Bulgarian municipality and Bulgarian teachers. Despite that fact, in the late 50's and early 60's 

of the 19th century, the educational work in Haskovo marked new successes. Not only the number of 

schools was increased, but also the number of students. In short, the more the young Bulgarian 

bourgeoisie strengthens, the more the enlightenment of the Bulgarian people takes over. By 1859, 

about 260 students with three teachers were studying at the city main school. Two of the teachers  

worked in the classroom school and one in the mutual school. Those teachers were Hrisant Atanasov, 

Zahariy Hristodulov and Georgi Teoharov. After two years of teaching, Georgi Teoharov went to study 

in Russia. Then Dimitar Savov and Stancho Kozhuharov became teachers. In the same year in "Choban 

Mahalesi" there were about 60-70 students who studied in the elevated in 1857 school. Tyanko 

Delchev was a teacher here. There was a Greek school in the Varos neighborhood with about 40-50 

students, taught by the Grecophile teacher Atanas Spasov. Bulgarian language was also studied in this 

school in order to attract more Bulgarian students. In total, there were about 330 students in Haskovo, 

excluding those from the Greek school. Schools have already been opened in about 30 of  villages in 



the region of Haskovo. The schools in Alamaliy (now Yabalkovo), Koru Cheshme (now Gorski Izvor) 

and others were the best arranged. 

In an article in "Bulgaria"  newspaper, we can read, "they are looking for a teacher who will 

work in Haskuy/Haskovo who is equipped with all the encyclopedic sciences, to know pure Bulgarian 

language and finally to have good behavior." In 1860, Todor Zapryanov became the head teacher in 

Haskovo. At the beginning of the school year 1860-1861, he was appointed head teacher of the class 

school in Haskovo. In the 60's and 70's of the 19th  century the status of the head teacher was formed. 

He maintained contacts with trustees and municipal leaders. The head teacher kept a book in which he  

recorded the work of all teachers subordinated to him. Monitored compliance with the internal in the 

school and discipline. Upon his return to Haskovo, he proved to be a great public figure and a true 

public teacher. 

His teaching in Haskovo was a radical turning point in the educational method. As far as he 

was devoted and ardent patriot, it could be judged by the fact that in his time the Grecophilers were 

expelled from school. In a letter addressed to Dr. St. Chomakov who lived in Plovdiv, Zapryanov 

described the misunderstandings that arise between the municipality and the school in Haskovo. Here 

is what he wrote about Grecophilia, which was spreading in Haskovo: "Ever since I entered the school, 

I have forbidden the boys who go to the Greek school to canarchize and say apostle in the church. 

Because when I forbade them not to read in church and to stand apart from the Greek school, about 

five boys came to ours just to be allowed to read, so there are still a few to come.” 

As soon as he arrived in Haskovo, Todor Zapryanov entered into sharp quarrels with the 

Grecophiles, aiming at their complete liquidation. His steadfastness towards the children from the 

Greek school forced the latter to leave him and switch to the Bulgarian one. The intelligent Russian 

graduate did very well with his teaching and educational work. New subjects were introduced in the 

program - for the second grade national history, and for the fourth grade - Physics, Russian and 

translation from Russian into Bulgarian. For the first time in Haskovo, in 1860 Zapryanov  introduced 

the study of the Russian language. 

In addition, he reaffirmed the recently established tradition of conducting annual examinations 

to check the acquisition of learning material. 

Zapryanov's organizational talent and entrepreneurship in Haskovo were manifested in several 

directions: the expulsion of the Grecophiles  from the church and school, the question of building a 

new larger school building, as in 1860-1861 the number of students increased and the need for 

classrooms became great. 

That is why, as head teacher, Zapryanov raised the issue of building a new school in front of 

the Haskovo municipality. Despite the interests of the Grecophiles, led by Hadji Stavri, the new school 



was built. This fact we learnt from the following article in the newspaper "Turkey": "There are four 

schools in our city. One new and magnificent city building and another in the shepherd's neighborhood, 

another one – girls’school and another one for Grecophiles. The latter is left with 5 students and is 

napping, as you can see it will soon fall totally asleep, but it doesn't care me much. " 

The rise in the development of Bulgarian education in the third quarter of the 19th  century led 

to a number of important results for the nation. The educational work became a means for the 

organization of the Bulgarian society and significantly contributed to the establishment among the 

Bulgarians of ideas and abilities for social activity and responsibility. During this period, from the 

Crimean to the Liberation War, most of the national intelligentsia was trained, which raised the 

Bulgarian cultural level, adopted modern ideas of social order and norms of political life and led the 

Bulgarian national liberation movement. The significant increased in number  literate Bulgarian 

people, the correct understanding of national needs and interests and the pursuit of the achievements 

of the modern world caused the rise of Bulgarian education and culture and the birth of modern 

Bulgarian science. At the same time, the Bulgarian school contributed a lot to the socio-political 

education of the Bulgarian people. It trained personnel for the church-national movement and for the 

struggle for political liberation. The resolute resistance of the Bulgarian society against all 

governmental and foreign attempts to deter the Bulgarian educational work and to assimilate a part of 

the Bulgarian population contributed to the unification of the nation. A significant contribution in this 

regard was made by the nationwide affirmation of the holiday of Bulgarian education - the day of St.St. 

Cyril and Methodius. The Bulgarian educational work became crucial in the implementation of 

national consolidation, while at the same time it  built a bridge between Bulgarian society and the 

modern world. With all its activities,  the Revival school has become a source of national energy and 

is one of the main factors for the realization of the Bulgarian national revolution. 

The second paragraph: "Development of girls' education" indicates the realization of the 

idea of opening a girls' school in 1847, the construction of a separate building, which began on April 

14, 1858 and the role of Rahila Dushanova in transforming the  girls' school into a class one. 

           From the very beginning, girls were also attracted to the new Bulgarian education. This 

was a bold challenge against the Oriental tradition. In 1847, a girls' school was opened in 

Haskovo. This was the idea that Stoyan (Stoyancho) Stamboliev was fighting for. It was realized 

by the Haskovo patriotic chorbadjis, merchants and craftsmen. Initially, only a few girls studied 

there, but in 1852 they numbered 50. Among them are Kiryaki Hristodulova, Evdokia P. 

Stefanova, Damyani Angelova, Teofania Zhechkova, Efrosina Valkova, Teofania Petrova, 

Teodora Belkova and others. The teacher in the girls' school is Anastasia, a nun from Rila. They 

studied Bulgarian Apostle, Fish Primer, Sacred History and other small primers, they also learn 



how to sew and knit. There is no separate building for the school, but they studied in the Rila 

Convent (a room rented by the Rila Monastery). The Grecophiles do not like the ascending 

development of the Bulgarian girls' school. Seeing that all  girls remained in the Bulgarian school, 

Hadji Stavri managed to expel the teacher Anastasia and brother Arseniy from Haskovo. On April 

14, 1858, the construction of the girls' school began, which was to be completed in two months. 

From this fact, as well as from some others, it can be seen that the rich gave funds and built 

schools, looked for teachers and took care of their payment. During the time of Rahila Dushanova 

work, the girls' school in Haskovo grew into a class type school. In a letter to the newspaper 

"Macedonia" we read:"… To this nationwide desire for this holy example and the local citizens 

are consecrating and opening a girls' (class) school, entrusting this high office to Mrs. Rahila 

Dushanova, a well-known Kazanlak teacher so far, who formed the local women's society…" In 

the same year, more than a hundred girls attended the girls' school, 40 of them in the classroom 

and 60 in the mutual school. Next year the students from the class school showed very good results 

in the exams in Geography, Arithmetic and Bulgarian history. Rahila Dushanova not only gave 

knowledge written in textbooks, but also taught children how to sew, knit and other housework 

chores, taught them to  correct pronunciation and how to behave in society. She gave a real 

example of girls' vocational training. 

 During the holidays, Rahila Dushanova gathered women and men and told to them about 

the upbringing and education of young people, encouraged them to take care of the school, pointed 

to the example of free and educated nations. With her knowledge, pedagogical abilities and 

diligence Rahila Dushanova occupied a prominent place among Bulgarian teachers during the 

Revival. 

 Paragraph three: "Educators in the 50s - 70s of the XIX century", the true dimensions 

and achievements of a person, his ideas and actions, we can best understand on the background 

of the era that created it. For teachers from Haskovo and Haskovo region, this era is the Revival 

and they are among the most prominent cultural figures who actively participate in cultural and 

transformational processes in our country during the last decades of the Revival, here I make a 

brief autobiographical review of teachers in Haskovo and Haskovo region during the Revival. 

Atanasii Cholakov, Stancho Kozhuharov, Todor Zapryanov, Nestor Markov, Dimitar Dushanov, 

Petar Berkovski, Stoyan Zaimov, Mircho Popov, Panayot Semerdzhiev, Yurdan Nenov, Dyalko 

Milkovski, Hristo Pop Markov and the Patriarch of Bulgarian Literature Ivan Vazov. 

 Chapter Four: "Chitalishte activity in Haskovo region in the third quarter of the XIX 

century" includes four paragraphs. 



Paragraph One: "Emergence and development of community centers in the region" 

shows this phenomenon, which has no analogue in Europe or in any other part of the world. These 

are the community centers that appeared in the middle of the XIX century. Chitalishte "Zarya" is 

the fourth in the Bulgarian lands after Svishtov, Lom and Shumen, a little known detail and fact. 

Teachers were begun to take care of the education of the elderly as well. They collected books, 

built libraries for schools, opened reading rooms. These libraries and reading rooms received 

newspapers and magazines (most often as a donation from rich patriotic Bulgarians), lectures 

were given, conversations were organized on holidays and in the evenings. The organization of 

the first Bulgarian community centers began with these libraries and reading rooms. Thus, in 1856 

the foundations of the first Bulgarian Chitalishte were laid in Svishtov and by the end of the same 

year - of the Chitalishte in Lom and Shumen, followed by the Chitalishte in Haskovo (1858-1860). 

The spirit of the Revival gave birth to the community centers - these original centers of 

our education, culture and freedom. Of course, the main factor that played a decisive role in the 

emergence of the first Bulgarian community centers was economic, but a large share fell on the 

subjective - manpower, people, craftsmen, peasants, the general public, intellectuals and 

especially teachers. In many places, however, other factors had a strong influence - the contacts 

of the population with more educated, freedom-loving and revolutionary people from European 

countries. Such is the case, for example, with the Hungarian and Polish emigrants who stayed in 

Shumen for a year. The port cities of Svishtov, Ruse, Lom and others were influenced by the 

Austria-Hungarian Slavs, who came on a trade mission or for other reasons. During the 

construction of railways, foreign engineers, technicians and other skilled workers also have left 

traces with their way of life, education, culture and independence. 

   Around the middle of the 19th century, the first Bulgarian magazines and newspapers 

began to appear: "Lyuboslovie", "Bulgarian People's Izvestnic", "Bulgarian Eagle", 

"Constantinople Gazette" and others. They penetrated most chitalishte libraries and schools. 

When each new issue was received, literate people gathered to read and illiterate people listened 

to what was happening in the world. Literature, schools and community centers were connected 

to work for each other and all as one whole - for public education and culture, for economic 

growth and national liberation. 

Chitalishtes took over the functions of taking care of the schools, and teachers became the 

first Chitalishte activists; the chitalishte also took care of the vocational development of the youth; 

various ideas were born and implemented in the community centers - for an academy of sciences, 

for the opening of a higher education institutions, for exhibitions and museums, for compulsory 

education, for the struggle for Bulgarian nation and an independent church; hence various 



economic initiatives, care for the physical and spiritual health of the people; the chitalishtes 

became the safest places for meetings and the organization of revolutionary committees. Even 

Vasil Levski recommended in some places the establishment of community centers before the 

establishment of the revolutionary committees. 

At the end of the 1850s, the Haskovo Chitalishte Zarya also took part in the development 

of education in Haskovo and the region in the construction of Bulgarian spiritual culture. Around 

it the same new generation of merchants and intellectuals who took care of education was grouped 

and  they took the path of cultural rise of the Bulgarian people.  

Haskovo opened the doors of its community center only two years after Svishtov, Lom 

and Shumen , towns that have already created this new form of education and culture. The curious 

thing is that Haskovo is ahead of a big city like Plovdiv, which had a much bigger economic and 

educational life. 

And this is the dignity of Haskovo's leaders, teachers and priests. The Chitalishte  was 

founded in the Diocese of Plovdiv, which at that time was headed by the Greek Metropolitan 

Chrysanthemum, and in Haskovo the Grecophiles were trying to control the whole spiritual life 

and the Bulgarian-Greek conflict was seriously intensified. Despite these circumstances, Haskovo 

patriots did not stop in front of these  difficulties and dared to create a new educational and cultural 

institution.  

Educated over the years, a big part of Haskovo's young society now needed an institution 

to distribute literacy, literature and periodicals. There was a need for a place where newspapers 

and magazines could be obtained. 

The initiative came from the municipality and especially from the young people in it, who 

were deprived of the conservative moderation of the old generation and were supported by the 

young intelligentsia, represented mostly by teachers 

Paragraph two: "Educational and enlightenment activities". 1858 is considered to be 

the first year since the foundation of the Chitalishte in Haskovo. Almost all researchers of its 

history as well as of the Chitalishte history  in the country,  are unanimous that this is the year in 

which Haskovo residents decided to have a new educational and cultural institution. The first 

reports about its creation appeared a little later in the newspapers "Macedonia" and "Pravo". These 

researchers  are unanimous that the established community center, called "Zarya" was between 

1858 and 1860. 

The earliest document about the existence of the Chitalishte in Haskovo is the Codex of 

the church "Holy Mother ". Between 1860 and 1861, the church community spent 200 groschen 

"on the general newspapers that came." These newspapers, which were received during the year, 



are most likely for the Chitalishte. It had its own funds raised. In 1863, 1725 groschens were 

borrowed from the epitrops Ivan Hristodulov and Angel Dobrev. 

The Chitalishte Board of Trustees was elected from the circle of Haskovo leaders. Accurate 

information about the composition of the board of trustees at the time of its establishment is missing. 

It is believed that Christodul Valchev Shishmanov, Hadji Ivancho Minchev, Hristo Zlatarov, Yanko 

Kozhuharov, Father Hrisant and other patriotic Bulgarians from the city were the founders of the 

community center. The initial activity of the community center was modest. It was located in one of 

the rooms of the Central Bulgarian School. The main thing during this initial period was the creation 

and completion of the library of the community center. With its regulation, books and magazines, it 

was of interest and attraction for young Bulgarians. 

The Chitalishte was particularly active in supporting schools. Textbooks were bought, which 

the Chitalishte distributed to the poor students, and to the richer ones - at a surcharge. At the exams at 

the end of the school year, it awarded prizes to outstanding students. The received Bulgarian 

newspapers in most cases were read aloud and then discussed. 

Paragraph three: "Chitalishte activity in other directions". The lack of a large number 

of educated people has the most significant impact on the creation of a readership in the already 

established Chitalishte "Zarya" and the women's association "Karmilo" in Haskovo. Despite the 

emphasized respect for books that we observe during this time, despite the established community 

center, which systematically instills love and promotes reading, readers and especially those who 

buy books and newspapers are few. The readership, which is interested in scientific and fiction 

literature, is very limited and does not significantly encourage the spread of periodicals and the 

purchase of books. The interest is in the purchase of textbooks and additional supplementary 

books. 

Despite these unfavorable conditions for the existence of the Bulgarian printed Revival 

literature, in Haskovo the interest in it continues to develop and grow. This is due to the fact that 

the most influential people in Bulgarian society, the most ardent patriots and drivers of social 

processes are interested in the development of these processes. 

The Bulgarian printed Revival literature, first of al, served the needs and requirements of 

public education in the broadest sense of the word. It helped  Bulgarian children in school to learn 

literacy, to broaden the cultural horizons of adults and  to give them the opportunity to learn what 

happens around the world. It alsp assisted in the formation of all-Bulgarian culture, in building 

the Bulgarian nation. 

Formed during the Revival, the Haskovo intelligentsia was at the heart of book 

distribution, as an extremely timely and saving means of preserving faith and history, awakening 



national feeling and self-awareness. One of the forms of this book distribution was the community 

center. The closeness and interconnections that maintained Haskovo educators and chitalishte 

activists with one of the main centers of the Revival book publishing were extremely important 

for the establishment of Chitalishte Zarya as a leading center for book distribution in the city and 

the region, for the formation of Chitalishte, school and private libraries – Plovdiv 

The issue of the beginning and development of theatrical life and musical art in the 

Haskovo region is mostly related to the educational and chitalishte work. 

The first theatrical performance in the Chitalishte during the Revival took place in 1875 in 

Svilengrad, under the direction of teachers Petar Stanchev and Stanko Razboynikov;  at chitalishte 

Zarya the theatrical performance of “Mnogostradalnata Genoveva” was presented for the first 

time. The performance was attended by Turkish rulers - the pasha, the kaymakanins, the mayor, 

many officers who expressed great satisfaction with the performance of the actors and left as gift 

to the community center one white medjidia and lot of beschitsis. 

Along with the theater, modern Bulgarian music also was developing. Folk music and 

poetry ceased to be a major type of art during the Revival. It iwas preserved mainly in the villages, 

but even there it was significantly affected by the new conditions. The main thing during this 

period was the appearance of major optimistic notes in the song, as well as revolutionary - haidouk 

epics, as well as new motifs that reflected the mature and strengthened national consciousness. 

The urban folk song became widespread in the 19th century, either as a reworking of old folk 

motifs or as a Bulgarian interpretation of Serbian, Greek or European love, humorous and other 

songs. The Revival upsurge gave birth to the rebellious song and the revolutionary anthems 

Paragraph four: "Hristo Zlatarov - Mentor - the spiritual leader of the Bulgarians" 

makes an autobiographical review of Hristo Zlatarov. "The Mentor" is the nickname that Stoyan 

Zaimov gave to the young and restless spiritual leader of the Bulgarians in Haskovo Hristo 

Zlatarov. Thus he was famous in the city and for many years was at the center of the development 

of the Revival processes, the spiritual education of several generations of citizens in accordance 

with modern educational and social ideas, the historical needs of the Bulgarian nation. 

One of the purest and most devoted Bulgarian Revivalists - Hristo Zlatarov was born on 

December 25, 1835 in the town of Chirpan, but from an early age, he moved with his family to 

Haskovo and studied here until the age of 16. After three years of teaching in the village of 

Stambolovo, Haskovo region, he left for Plovdiv and worked as an assistant in the pharmacy of 

the famous Revival church and public figure Dr. Stoyan Chomakov. 



Having acquired a good knowledge of pharmacy and mastered the French language, he returned 

to Haskovo a few years later, where he opened his own pharmacy and bookstore for school supplies 

and books. 

Because of his extensive knowledge, open spirit and desire to work and lead the Revival 

processes in Haskovo, following the example of Stoyan Zaimov, his fellow citizens started to call him 

"The Mentor", which literally means overseer, patron, leader, educator. There is no other Haskovo 

man who  won the hearts and trust of all, so quickly understood the essence of time, as did the young 

Hristo Zlatarov. 

And when the processes for independent Bulgarian education, for the modernization of the 

educational work were underway in the city, he completely undertook to lead them. He became the 

founder of one of the first community centers in Bulgaria and was a supporter of the idea of creating a 

women's society. 

He was more sympathetic to these institutions - he took care of them and supplied them with 

books and newspapers, organized Sunday talks and discussions. In his personal library there were 

almost all the books and magazines of that time, printed in Bulgarian, in Constantinople, Vienna, 

Bucharest and others places around Europe. He distributed the newspaper "Pravo" and collaborated 

with the newspapers "Tsarigradski Vestnik" in 1859 and "Macedonia" in 1869. 

Hristo Zlatarov was also involved in the ideas of the national liberation movement. He knew 

Vasil Levski, welcomed him and was a guest of his family. However, he was not a member of the 

Revolutionary Committee in Haskovo, founded by the Apostle. "Zlatarov left the rebel camp, writes 

Stoyan Zaimov, from a moderate rebel he became an extreme churchman ...” Here, in fact, his 

enlightenment views were evident that through the independent Bulgarian church and modern 

education, and not through armed struggle, the liberation of Bulgaria would be achieved. 

The "Conclusion" indicates the specific contribution of the chosen topic to the study of the 

educational movement of Bulgarians in Haskovo during the Renaissance. The analysis of the 

educational work, considered as a dynamic social phenomenon, reveals its belonging during the 

Revival to two main spheres in the life of the nation - culture and politics. Its presence in the first 

sphere is completely natural, because through its main functions to teach and educate in schools are 

essential and inseparable parts of the entire cultural and educational system. At the same time, its 

political characteristics derive not so much from its own nature as specifically - the historical tasks it 

set himself during the Revival, ie. it is determined by the political nature of the Revival process itself. 

The notion that the Bulgarian Revival education and culture is an alloy between the national traditions 

and the achievements of the modern world has been confirmed. 



Since its inception, the new Bulgarian school has acquired several main features that later 

developed and which determine its appearance: It is national and democratic in nature, patriotic in 

spirit, secular and general in content and ambitious and demanding in its self-esteem and preferenced  

good modern models. His democracy, whose main features are accessibility, popularity and 

progressiveness, is not only inherited from the peculiarities of Bulgarian life, but is also consciously 

directed and developed. This and the other characteristic features of the educational work also reveal 

its adequacy to the national needs and tasks, which predetermines its transformation into the center of 

the cultural and political life of the nation. 

 The development of the enlightenment movement and the struggle for an independent 

Bulgarian church coincided in general terms with the general movement of the entire Bulgarian people 

for national separation. Here, too, schools, community centers, women's and students’ societies are the 

main means of educating the Bulgarian people. It should be noted that in Haskovo and the Haskovo 

region we have features specific to this area. First, the presence of a compact mass of Turkish 

population, which is more than half of the total population, and this affects the mass and intensity of 

the educational movement. Second, the Bulgarian population must overcome the stubborn resistance 

of the Grecophiles. 

This is not a handful of Grecophile Bulgarians, but a whole party that manages to take deep 

roots in schools, in the municipality and so on. It is no coincidence that Atanas Uzunov aimed his shots 

at Hadji Stavri Primo. It is the main reason that hinders any progress. The educational movement led 

to the fact that in the early 70s of the XIX century in the Haskovo region completed the process of 

forming in the Bulgarians a sense of national belonging. 

As an institution of special cultural, educational and political importance for the development 

of the nation, the educational movement embodies many of the positive features of public life, but also 

many of its shortcomings. A phenomenon of the New Age, the modern school with its multidirectional 

functions, penetrating all social spheres, becomes both a result of the achieved social progress and is 

a source of its constant development. As a school for the young Bulgarian nation, leading the struggle 

for its liberation, it came into irreconcilable conflict with the spiritual and political standards of the 

Ottoman Empire and intensified and radicalized public life. Thus the Bulgarian enlightenment 

movement became one of the sources of spiritual energy for the realization of the national revolution. 

The development of the educational movement in Haskovo and the Haskovo region coincides 

with the general movement of the entire Bulgarian people for spiritual renewal. We must emphasize 

the great role played by the educational movement in the persistent and long struggle against Greco-

Romanism and give credit to the progressive, progressive teachers and Chitalishte leaders of the 

Bulgarian language, for their patriotic and selfless service for the prosperity of the Bulgarian nation. 



The appendixes give a complete look to each research. They are selected in two sections. 

 Appendix 1: Photo materials - 10 photos of famous educators who worked in Haskovo and 

the region during the Revival. Todor Zapryanov, Nestor Markov, Dimitar Dushanov, Petar Berkovski, 

Mircho Popov, Stoyan Zaimov, Yurdan Nenov, Dyalko Milkovski, Hristo Pop Markov with his family, 

Hristo Zlatarov and the Slavic Home in the village of Yabalkovo - the center of Bulgarian education 

and culture 

Appendix 2: Archival documents from TDA - Plovdiv, "Territorial Archive" - Haskovo. file 

282k, a.e.2, Vol.1, l.3 Letter of Dimitar T. Dushanov to teacher Dimitar Hubinov Ralov from the 

village of Yabalkovo regarding the reason for which he was forced to leave Haskovo. f.17k, op.1, a.e.8, 

l.2 Protocol book of the Central Bulgarian school. f.189k, op.1, a.e.1, l.41 Annals of the primary school 

in the village of Bodrovo with data on the educational work in the village before 1878, f.303k, op.1, 

a.e.1, pp. 8 and 9 Annals of the primary school in the village of Zhalti Bryag  with data on the opening 

of the school in 1858. 

The last pages are specified in the bibliographic reference for the used sources and 

literature and abbreviations. 

                                             

Scientific contribution to the dissertation 

 

1. Presentation of Haskovo, one of the largest southern Bulgarian cities, known since the Revival 

as the center of a region with dynamic economic and social life, the city became a large trade and 

economic center, with good opportunities for economic expression of enterprising traders and 

craftsmen. 

2. The active and dignified participation of Haskovo patriots, heads teachers, teachers and priests 

in the struggle for the cultural and spiritual uplift of the Bulgarian people for the creation of new 

educational and cultural institutions (schools, community centers, women's and students’ 

societies) has been thoroughly studied. 

 3. Presentation of separate and different aspects of the activities of Bulgarian teachers and 

Chitalishte activists who enriches the achievements of Bulgarian historiography on the life of 

Haskovo in the XIX century and reveals interesting and important details of the struggle between 

Bulgarians and Grecophiles, methods of gaining support from locals and representatives of the 

Ottoman state authorities. 

4. Promoting the role and importance of Chitalishte Zarya in Haskovo, the fourth in Bulgarian 

lands after Svishtov, Lom and Shumen, as a center of modern Bulgarian education and culture 

and other Chitalishtes in the region, especially the Slavic Home in Yabalkovo, the only one with 



international participation. foreigners who joined the revolutionary committee set up by Vasil 

Levski. 
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